Exploring the Mystery of Easter
Cell Meeting – April 12, 2010
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

The teaching material that Fr. Mike brings us this week is, as you should notice, taken partially or totally from previous years.  However, it surprises me that one can draw new and fresh thoughts from it as if it is just coming out of the oven.  Fr. Mike pounds even painfully with his attempts to convey to you the importance of this season for your Christian life.  He almost says that if you do not burst into joy these days you have no clue what you are doing in Church.

His central message is that the Easter Vigil Service that we celebrated at sunset on Holy Saturday is the most important in the Liturgical Calendar of the Church, and therefore, if you did not attend or understood its meaning you do not know-practice your faith.  It is a very strong statement, but it is true.  You see, in approaching the time of the service that day, our Church was empty, with no light anywhere in sight indicating that the Eucharistic Lord was present, and all the Holy Water containers were empty.  We were at zero of our basic Catholic elements, and the only element present was the darkness engulfing the sanctuary.  We were unprotected and vulnerable to confusion and waste, as in the beginning of the Book of Genesis.  No wonder the first reading that night was the Creation of the world and of man-woman. 
Then God made his appearance in the form of fire as in the non-burning bush when He appeared to Moses, and from this fire came Jesus, the Light of the World, alive and in his glorified body; and He made his entrance in our world to dispel the darkness and to begin His reign of the Light, the Kingdom of God that He had been announcing.  And that Light is the source of the Easter joy for those who were present and were part of it, not spectators.  Those who were part of it are the source of Pascal Light and Easter joy for the rest of the world, and there is no middle ground; you are source of that Light or you are not.  This is what Fr. Mike calls having a true intimate relationship with Jesus: you have it or you do not.

I would add to Fr. Mike’ statement, that you are source of Light only if in addition, you made the promise to repent of your sins, when you received the ashes on Ash Wednesday, and you fulfilled that promise through Lent.  It is easy to see in Church these days those who are source of Pascal Light, because as Jesus says, you cannot hide a lamp under the table, since the light shines forth throughout the person.  Although Fr. Mike does not say it, it is easy to grasp from his teaching an invitation to those who were not true participants in the Easter Vigil Service, to seek someone who is a source of Pascal Light, to get lit from him/her and join the Easter celebration.  The tent of the Church is long and wide, and there is room for everyone, even latecomers.  The Church does not want to leave behind any of her children, and her leaders will be calling everyone during the Easter Season.
Rejoice!!

