Back to Basics
Cell Meeting week of September 14, 2009

Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching 

A few weeks ago, we had a training meeting for the leaders of our Spanish Cells, and the subjects of the meeting were pretty much what Fr. Mike brings us in his teaching this week.  The Spanish Cells are growing in number and size, and this training was important particularly for new leaders and co-leaders.  It was a refreshing meeting that all those attending enjoyed.  This time, it is for you leaders to bring this training to your members.

I cannot pound on you strong enough how important it is to follow in your discussion the fleshing out that Fr. Mike makes of the Cell meaning, purpose, structure, agenda and goals.  Please put the CD on hold as many times as necessary not to miss any of the sub-subjects.  Cell networks are a proven vehicle for community transformation into the life of Christ, and therefore we must strictly follow its manual book.
Stats show that Catholics are leaving to protestant tents in truckloads here in the US and abroad, particularly in Latin America.  And the main reasons are lack of knowledge of their faith and lack of community support.  We must be diligent and do whatever may be at our disposal to counter-balance this trend, and Cells give us organization, knowledge, and support to do it effectively.  The Catholic Church has all the Truth of the Gospel to convince those away from home who are knowledgeable and thoughtful (see EWTN Journey Home) to return, but it lacks enthusiasm and emotion to keep those whose faith is shallow excited.
That is one of the beauties of our Cells, whether Spanish Cells, Young Adult Cells, Teen Cells, Nurse Cells, Single Parent Cells, etc., because Cell meetings stir up contagious enthusiasm among the members to awaken those lapse Hispanic, youngsters,  teenagers, nurses, single parents, etc. to join us and grow in their faith.  The Cells train us to evangelize more by action than by word, because the enthusiasm caught in the meetings remains with us as we go about our daily chores; as we share with our families; and as we mingle with others at schools, workplaces, shopping malls, restaurants, and sport and entertainment venues.
Also important is the link between Cells and the other pillars in our parish pastoral program: Life in the Spirit Seminar, Eucharistic Adoration, and the newly incorporated Crown Financial Teaching.  As leaders, you are called to encourage all your members to receive the benefits of all these three great opportunities for spiritual growth.
As Fr. Mike insists, I also ask you to stick to the meeting agenda, to write and send in your reports, and to maintain as a primary goal your birthing date.  Always keep in mind the bringing up of new leaders among your members, and include in all you intercession prayers a request to the Holy Spirit for the gift birthing.

The level of excitement and pride for being Catholics will be the measure of success for this week meeting.

For the love of Jesus,

Dcn. Mario
