Exploring the infancy narrative according to Luke
Cell Meeting – December 14, 2009
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

Even though every year the Sacred Scripture readings during the Christmas celebrations come mainly from Luke, in this occasion we have the opportunity to look into these readings deeper than usual.  This is possible because the liturgical year that began just two weeks ago, as you know is based mainly on Luke.  Therefore, there is more fluidity in the sequence of Christmas with in the context of the entire Gospel of Luke before and after Christmas.  The images of the story grow better interconnected as in a large mural being drawn by a gifted painter.  
This is the reason why Fr. Mike is asking all cell members to see beyond the storytelling for children of the birth of Jesus, and to dig in the mature message of Luke’s account.  Fr. Mike gives you several insights of the mature message being unfolding in the “mural”, and it is your task to make the effort to expand on it trying to complete the mural.  The difficulty here is that our human expectations fall short compared to the mature message:  God, our creator comes down from Heaven to show us his face and live among us.  Those who may understand from the unfolding “mural” the importance of the supernatural becoming natural, can only be in awe at the notion of this event.  Some complementary insights follow:
Matthew wrote his gospel mainly for the Jewish population of his time, trying to convince them that this Jesus who they killed was really the Messiah; the one that God had promised them through Moses and many other prophets.  For this reason he traced the genealogy of Jesus to Abraham, the figure fully recognized by the Jewish nation as the “father” of Judaism.  Luke however, was more interested in explaining to the converted Gentile community that the deliverance that the Jewish Jesus brought with his death and resurrection, was meant for all mankind; and therefore, Luke traces Jesus to Adam the father of the entire human race.  They both however are right in their own perspectives.
Pay close attention to the “Midrash” concept that Fr. Mike brings up, because it is very important to Christianity, and we all should learn to properly understand it and cherish it.  From a “Midrash” perspective, we look the New Testament more as a fulfillment of God’s revelation contained in the Old Testament, than as its continuation.  The coming of Jesus is not a second plan, a separate plan, a parallel plan, or an overlapped plan.  It was part of God’s plan from the very beginning of creation.  What was not part of this plan was the rejection of Jesus that the Jews of that time decided for themselves, neither the exclusion of Judaism from the universal expansion of God’s plan that followed after their rejection.  
The use of “Midrash” begins in page one of the Old Testament.  Compare the very first phrase in Genesis One, with the first phrase in the Gospel of John.  Jesus was there at the beginning of creation and all creation that God made was for him, because of him and through him.  Reading the Old Testament from this optics it becomes greatly relevant, attractive, and interesting to us.  While reading a book in the Old Testament you may notice that the light of Jesus begins to shine forth from your reading, and suddenly what was supposed to be an old and distant story of the Jewish past, becomes relevant to your faith and current Christian life.    
Something that should draw your attention when reading the birth of Jesus in Luke’s gospel is the remarkable importance that the poor have in the coming of Jesus.  The poor are the main protagonists in his coming, and his welcoming committee, we shall say, were mainly, and purposely chosen, poor.  When the Heavens are rejoicing with the event of the Incarnation, because it is after creation the greatest even happening on earth, they open up bursting in joy in front of chosen shepherds, the poorer among the poor, and they are the ones who receive the message first.

This is one of the first glimpses that Luke gives us about perhaps the main overarching theme of his gospel: the laying out of the foundations of the Church of Christ, the one that Jesus came to establish.  The poor are the object and subject of the Church; the Church gets from the needs of the poor its determination to continue working; and the prayers of the poor sustain the Church more than anything else.  Now, economic poverty is part of the needs in God’s people, but these needs are not as important as their spiritual poverty.  Economic poverty does exist and requires Church actions, but this kind of poverty is relative to what others may have; and yet, spiritual poverty is absolute because its needs are not driven by what others may have, but by our personal standing with God.  Jesus did not own a place to stay or a bed to rest, but he was not lacking anything in his relationship with the Heavenly Father.  You may have everything that we need for a comfortable life, and yet you may be among the spiritual poorer in the Church if you are not living your faith as Jesus wants.  
It certainly requires spiritual maturity to see beyond the heartfelt feelings inspired by Luke’s narrative on the birth and infancy of Jesus.  But Luke gives you an opportunity this year, if you open your mind and soul to the global message contained in the readings of this beautiful gospel before and after Christmas.
May God’s blessings to you this Christmas include the gift that will allow you to grow and mature in your faith.

Dcn. Mario 
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