Introduction to Apologetics

Cell Meeting – September 28, 2009
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

Please be attentive to the “twist” that Fr. Mike is giving to the dynamics of this series on Apologetics.  He is responding to a request that has repeatedly received from cell members to retake this subject in his teachings, and now his wit has put the burden on you leaders.  You must be ahead of the game if you are going to succeed in leading your groups, and be very knowledgeable of each particular capsule of faith that is in question.

You should take time before your meetings to read, research and learn far and beyond, to have right answers for the challenger, whether protestant or non-believer.  The challenger could even be an uneducated catholic, because it would not be a surprise if in some groups a member sides with the protestant views, as in this case saying that the most important thing is to believe in Jesus and not where you worship him.  In the end, I believe that better than having the right answers is to know the faith good enough to respond overwhelmingly with The Truth coming to us in the Sacred Tradition of the Catholic Church and its Magisterium’s interpretation of the Sacred Scriptures.  In plain English, you should be knowledgeable of the Bible and the Catechism and be comfortable explaining them.  Keep in mind these last two lines, because at the end of this series on Apologetics, such lines should be the overarching conclusion, mandate, and commitment for al cell members.
Regarding the challenge questions for this meeting, think of yourself not as a defender but evangelizer, and see the challenger as a brother or sister who is seeking in his/her heart the true answers.  Before giving your answer, ask him/her a couple of questions to understand his/her own standing on the faith:  Where do you have objections to the Catholic Church; in its teachings, its practices, or its authority?     

Our Church’s teachings remain faithful to the Word of God as contained in the OT and NT and according to the interpretation of the Early Fathers.  The expression of this truth has been and will continue being adjusted according to the growth and understanding of the times while the core beliefs remain constant.  It is very reassuring for us Catholic to know that our faith has been, is, and will remain the same, even in the midst of discrepancies among some of its members thru the centuries.  We do not wake up with fears that our congregation is going to split due to discrepancies among the leaders and that we would have to decide which half-truth we will follow.

You can elaborate in similar ways with regard to its practices and its authority, can’t you?  If you don’t, my challenge to you is to do your homework before the meeting.  It is simple; you just call on the Holy Spirit and follow his prompt.  And we are looking forward to reading your meeting report.

For the love of Jesus

Dcn. Mario
