Reflection on the Lord’s Prayer
Cell Meeting – July 20, 2009

Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching.
This time Fr. Mike takes the role of a tour guide.  Just as if we now go to Ellis Island in NYC and tour the Statue of Liberty.  This insignia of our country had been closed for years and you could only enjoy it from the outside; but now it is possible to go inside and climb up to the crown and have a magnificent view of the surroundings.  Back to Pembroke Pines from this imaginary tour, Fr. Mike allows us to “see inside” this divine prayer that we call the “Our Father”, and also have a magnificent view of its surroundings.
I suggest that you get a copy of this teaching and keep it with your religious treasures.  It is a great resource for thirty minutes meditations, or as the thematic for a three days retreat.  It is a great source for successful full length retreats, and perhaps some day in the future we will have one of such retreats in St. Edward, as the Spirit may lead us.

I love Fr. Mike’s observation that this prayer is not completely original but one that echoes the QADDISH, a traditional Jewish prayer.  Such an echo connects the New Testament with the Old Testament; connects Christianity with Judaism; connects us with the Plan of God; and thus making this a more divine and inspiring prayer.  In praying it, we not only unite ourselves with all Christians praying it around the world, but it also unites us with all Jews in the world praying it.  Some universal prayer, don’t you think?
That initial greeting ABBA – DAD is a revolution that Jesus brought us.  Up until that moment when Jesus taught this prayer to his disciples, the relationship between God and his creation was sort of respectful and distant.  Then Jesus, the Word made flesh, came and reintroduced God as a beloved “Dad”, and therefore Jesus became our beloved “Brother”.  The distance that existed between Creator and creature was forever broken, and our condition of creature was by adoption elevated to Children of the Creator.  In addressing our Creator as Dad, we are accepting his fatherhood and the inheritance rights of his Kingdom.
The first three petitions that follow are expressions of how we offer to respond to God’s love for us to the point of making us his children.  These petitions represent the alliance that we are making with him to live as his heirs and under his tent.  This is at the core of our Christianity, and all our daily decisions and actions should be consistent with this alliance.  We should honor and respect him with all we do and say; we should live with expectant faith seeking to return to him; and we should condition our will to his will and thus living according to his plan for us.
The second set of petitions represents what we, as his children living under his tent, want from him: we want to be nurtured with food coming from him as babes feeding from their mothers; we want to be guided with forgiving love; and we want to be protected against the dangers of losing our inheritance.  In all reality, God has been offering himself and providing for us all since the moment when he created our first parents and throughout the entire history of mankind until today.  That is his will and his plan.  It then means that, with this prayer we are asking but also submitting our will to his and accepting his plan for our lives.
As Fr. Mike reminds us, in praying this prayer we are entering into dangerous waters by our own words.  We are setting very high standards for ourselves, and many times we are not willing to keep our words.  Remember that in sinning we are breaking our promise to keep holy our Father’s name.  Likewise, in holding grouches against those who hurt us, we are bringing condemnation upon ourselves, because we are forfeiting the possibility of forgiveness for our own sins.  Therefore, we should not pray this prayer casually, but consciously meditating it word by word, and carefully committing our will to comply with each pronounced word.  As hard as it sounds, but Jesus showed us that it is possible for humans to live by these words, and he left us the Holy Spirit to get the strength to endure and comply with such a commitment.
I have left for the end what Fr. Mike tells us in the beginning of his teaching, which is about the beginning of the prayer.  We say “Our” Father because we come in community as a family, not individually, to recognize the holiness of our Heavenly Father.  We understand community worship as the only means to access the riches of the Kingdom, of which we are its heirs, because God is a community of three.  Only in community we can partake of the mystery of the Eucharist, our “daily bread”; only living in community we can have the opportunity to truly forgive each other’ sins.  Also remember, that when two or more pray together Jesus is in their midst making community with them.
As you can see, we need to live our holiness in community, as a way to learn how to live in the Trinity, the community of God in heaven, which is our final destination.  And praying the “Our Father” can lead us there.
For the love of Jesus,

Dcn. Mario
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