Second teaching on Apologetics
Cell Meeting – November 2, 2009
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

Regarding baptism of infants, something else to Fr. Mike’s that I can share with you is that baptism is the gate thru which a person can enter the Church of Christ.  Someone who is not baptized according to the rite recognized by the Church, as Jesus instituted it (see Mt 28:19-20), has no access to other Sacraments, neither to an official recognition of the Church as individual, nor has the right to receive her protection.  Baptism gives us our individual identity as Christians, exactly as birth certificates give us our individual social and civil identity.  Using this analogy, it is easy to understand why infants should be baptized, and why parents should seek and desire it for their children as soon as they are born, since baptism will grant them citizenship of the Kingdom of God.

The subject of pope infallibility is a little bit more complicated to understand, explain, and accept.  First and foremost, one has to accept that the Pope is the legitimate successor of St. Peter, to whom Jesus handed over the Keys of the Kingdom on earth.  That legitimacy gives to the person holding the papacy a special authority that is above any human authority.  When such a person correctly holds the position, he does it with the same humility with which Jesus held his ministry on earth.  In this time and culture though, humility is not a sign of dignity but weakness, and some people believe that it is acceptable to evaluate and judge that legitimacy.  Anyone, Catholics included, who may find problematic to recognize the pope legitimacy will hardly accept his infallibility.
The Pope in his authoritative position has authority to determine such concepts of faith that could be either dubious to the faithful, needed to make better sense of the Gospel, or added to bring greater clarity to the mysteries contained in the Divine Revelation of the Faith.  A resolution of this magnitude remains in effect indefinitely and eternal as expression of faith of the Church of Christ.  That’s why it is infallible, because is not subject to change in the future.  The exercise of papal infallibility is the last thread in the recognition of any new element of the “Revealed Truth of God” that the Church may unveil.  It is something that the Pope does not individually initiate or establishes upon a non-consulted decision; to the contrary. 
Jesus “deposited” in his twelve apostles all the elements of faith that he wanted for his Church while selecting St. Peter as their leader and head of the Church.  This “Deposit of Faith” was verbal and experiential, non-written.  The apostles passed on this “deposit” to their disciples also in verbal and experiential ways.  One of such disciples was St. Paul, who similarly passed such “deposit” on to his Christian Communities (see 2Tes 2:15).  Writings of the different elements of this truth that was received from Jesus began to circulate later on, which compiled in the Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church have become the written expression of our faith.  All the Pauline letters, except for “Romans” were written by St. Paul to remind his communities what he had previously passed verbally and experientially.  For this reason, the Letter to the Romans requires of the other letters for its correct interpretation.
This “Deposit of Faith” that has been passed on from one generation to the next, not only among scholars, bishops, priests and monks, but also among all the laity lovers of the faith and with zeal to maintain intact the truth received from Jesus, is now known as the Sacred Tradition of the Catholic Church.  This passed-on truth began with a narrow account of the Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection.  Little by little it went on expanding as ocular witnesses recounted more and more details of their direct experiences with Jesus and with his apostles after his ascension to heaven.  This can be confirmed by reading the Gospel of Mark which is shorter because it was written first, and comparing it with those of Luke and John which are more extensive because both were written later on.
Years later, the so called Founding Fathers of the Church, the great primitive theologians, added to the truth as they went unfolding the “Deposit of Faith” that they had received from their mentors, based on their own mysticism and that of the faithful around them.  Their purpose was to expand the truth and not to add something of their own taste.  When a conflict of interpretation arose, they used to collect the perception and understanding of their church communities, and later gathered among themselves in councils where they agreed upon the right interpretations.  Their conclusions were then submitted to the current pope for final resolution.  This is how the establishment of our belief that Mary is the Mother of God and not only of his human body came about.
This is why the “Deposit of Faith” is so important for us Catholics, and it should also be for all other Christian denominations, because therein is contained the Revealed Truth of God (see 2Cor 3:3).  A good example is the right to the priesthood limited to men which Fr. Mike mentions.  It is an element of truth so clearly contained in the “Deposit of Faith” that it does not need papal resolution.  But the dogmas of Mary, her immaculate conception, and assumption to heaven in body and soul required papal resolution because there were some significant objections in need of clarification.  However, both beliefs were in the domain of the “Deposit of Faith” and accepted by the majority in the Catholic community including clergy, theologians, and laity, since the first centuries.
The Catholic Church has others practices and disciplines that are not included in the “Deposit of Faith”, such as the celibacy among the clergy that Fr. Mike also mentions, and therefore it is something that could change in the future.  As you can see, this belief of infallibility is not easy to explain because the person needs to be open to understand that it is a reality that transcends human reason.  Actually, the Holy Spirit has been the guardian of the “Deposit of Faith”, which is why this truth has never been tainted or tampered, even during that period in the middle ages when the papacy was in the hands of some corrupt bishops.  Therefore, and before any attempts to explain to others this crucial element of our faith, it is advisable that you pray to the Holy Spirit asking him to be the one who inspire your presentation (see 2Tim 1:13-14).
For the love of Jesus,

Dcn.  Mario
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