Cyril of Jerusalem 
Cell Meeting – April 25, 2010
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

One can only feel amazed at the notion of the human quality and wisdom of people like Cyril who lived so long ago and yet, their understanding of Christian theology is so fresh and updated, as coming from the mind of a modern theologian.  In addition to wisdom, Cyril had a passion for the Scriptures and the Mystery of the Incarnation.  I invite the listeners of Fr. Mike’s teaching for this Cell week to travel back to the time when Cyril lived and to feel jealous with those Catechumens who enjoyed his teachings in preparation for Baptism.  Now include in your mental picture the harsh environment surrounding the Cyril community in Jerusalem and the poor communication means available to them.  In spite of all these difficulties, those Christians managed to send the message across to recruit people willing to go through the rigorous and risky preparation as catechumens.  Surely, the Holy Spirit was flying low and densely overflowing their community with abundant graces and holy mentors like Cyril.

Looking into the teachings of Cyril, it is proper to recognize that his notes on the Sacraments should be a mandatory text book for catechism in our days.  We need to read or listen to his words saying that “if Jesus said it, who dares to question the authenticity of His body and blood in the Consecrated Bread?”  This sentence has the simplicity of a child’s words, the depth of a privileged theologian, and the didactics of a consummated catechizer.  I for sure want to learn more on the Eucharist with Cyril!
Consider also his saying at the time of baptism: “get prepared because God is standing in front of you and the Holy Spirit is about to stamp you with His seal.”  This is the most dramatic teaching on what a Sacrament is that I have ever heard.  That is the reality happening when we receive a Sacrament even though we do not see it.  It is like saying that you are standing under a curtain where we see the physical reality of the sacramental signs that are being dispensed to you by the minister, but we do not see the divine reality happening to you behind the curtain.  That is a reality too, and it is much more real than what we see with our eyes, because the latter is only temporary while the other is eternal.  Cyril figured it our long ago and yet we still do not get it, because too many Baptized Catholics go around living as if God has never touched them.

How fortunate those Catholic folks were back then in Jerusalem enjoying such a powerful catechizer!  It sounds reasonable to feel jealousy as I mentioned above.  But, don’t we enjoy here in St. Edward the blessings of having a powerful catechizer too?  We do have our own Cyril and we receive his teachings every Sunday at Mass and every other week in the Cell teachings.  Let’s not judge the quality of our catechizer based on how good his teachings sound, but based on the fruits of the Cells here in our own turf and elsewhere in the Catholic world where Cells are becoming the talk of the town.
Have a fruitful meeting!       
