Teaching on St. Augustine
Cell Meeting – February 8, 2010
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

When someone wants to write something about St. Augustine, it is hard for him or her to decide where to begin and when to end, because the life and legacy of this Doctor of the Church is so vast, that one can hardly give him justice.  Independently of how much you try, the effort ends up falling short.  However, our Fr. Mike has done a marvelous job compressing so much in such a limited span of time.

I want to draw your attention as Cell leaders to the work of St. Augustine and the other Doctors of his time.  In addition to those that Fr. Mike mentions, we should include the notorious Origen in this group.  Origin was a brilliant philosopher and theologian of the faith and highly devoted to Virgin Mary, but the Church did not elevate him to sainthood, because he went to the extreme of castrating himself to ensure his chastity and celibacy for life.  Certainly, that is something the Church did not endorse back then and neither endorses it today.  Fr. Mike mentions that these ancient “trouble makers” are responsible for the conversion to Catholicism of many well educated Protestants, and a good question is, what their magic was?

As Fr. Mike says, they received the Good News directly from people who had lived the experience with Jesus, or were very close to those who had the experience.  In addition, these Doctors were gifted thinkers who studied the early Catholic writings such as original copies of the recently written gospels, and they discovered the divine inspiration in them.  They made a good use of the vague and foggy Greek philosophical concepts to give human expression to the marvelous things that they were discovering in those early sacred writings.  In other words, they set the foundation for the articulation of the faith beyond the telling of the human experience of Jesus, and gave the world the theology that explains the divinity behind the experience.

These giants of the Church had to endure the hardship of persecution from the Roman Empire, and they had in addition to fight the challenges coming to them from other schools of thoughts that were also trying to figure out the mystery of the Incarnation, including the Manicheans that Fr. Mike mentions.  The Manicheans were very aggressive physically and intellectually thinkers and St. Augustine became one of them at young age.  But after his conversion to Catholicism he fought them fiercely, and his arguments are were recorded in some of his greatest writings on Catholicism.  In the end, the early Fathers prevailed, and it was thanks to them, to their tenacity and to the inspiration the Holy Spirit upon them that our Catholic Church is what we have today.
The foundation that these early Fathers established was so solid and so well rooted in the truth of the Gospel, that still today, after 2,000 years of reason and debate, remains unchallenged; and that my brothers and sisters is the foundation of the Catholic faith!  The Sacrament of Baptism as we have it in the Church and the theology behind it, just to name one, remains and has always been as these Doctors perceived it.  
The work of those early Fathers has come to us via the Sacred Tradition that the Church cherishes, protects, advances, and hands over from one generation to the next.  For this reason, any non-Catholic scholars or pastors, who honestly study the teachings of these Doctors inevitable concludes that the Catholic Church is the truly and only Church of Christ.  It is compelling for those of us who are cradle Catholics to watch in the program Journey Home of EWTN the excitement with which the guests of Marcus Grodi tell his audience their journey to conversion.  Their determination to become Catholics even in the face of dire consequences for their family lives, their jobs, and acceptance of their friends deserve our admiration and imitation.

The life and work of the early Fathers of the Church is that important, and among them St. Augustine stands out more than anyone else.  I hope that this cell teaching will energize you to love and embrace the teachings of the Church more intensively than even, and to transfer that energy to all your members; and I pray that God will bless all your efforts in doing it.
Hooray for St. Augustine and other early Fathers, and Hooray for our Catholic Church!!
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