The Call to Holiness
Cell Meeting – March 8, 2010
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

I have to say that the Cell teaching for this week comes from the very personal experience of Fr. Mike, our pastor, teacher, and spiritual mentor.  All the wisdom and spiritual insights that he has accumulated through these years of prayer, living and ministering the Sacraments, his experiences with thousands of people that he has molded into good Christians nationally and abroad, facing endless times the lures of the Devil over his flocks, always searching for inspiration from the best of the trade such as Paul VI, John Paul II, and Benedict XVI, are included in this personal recipe to holiness.
When we listen to this teaching, we are compelled to embrace it wholeheartedly or put it aside, but noting in between.  Yes, there are other ways of spiritually in the vast domain of our blessed Catholic Church that can lead us to the same goal, and no one is forced to follow his, but this recipe is clear, sharp and with no room for deviations or wiggling.  For this reason, Fr. Mike’s recipe to holiness works well for those who seriously are looking for a straight way to get to heaven, and without any social engineering, individual creativity, or cultural adaptations.  One thing is certain: Fr. Mike’s recipe works!

God wants everybody to be holy and he offers to those who upon an act of the will decide to pursue it under His wings everything that is needed to succeed.  The parable that Fr. Mike uses to make his case for holiness is powerful and direct; one that does not allow any confusion or misinterpretation: you are holy if you are fruitful, or in other words, you are fruitful because you are holy.  This means that there is not such a thing as secret holiness, and busyness is far from being fruitful.  The fruits of holiness are, bringing new life to yourself, to the community, to the world, in all imaginable ways; particularly giving yourself and a new life in Christ, and your fruits make others to blossom into new life in Christ as well.
Holiness however, has a price tag attached, because it does not offer a flamboyant but rather obscure life, working mostly behind the scenes, and with no social recognition.  The face of holy people very rarely shows up in inaugural or award ceremonial pictures.  In addition, people in seek of holiness live as if always walking on the edge or on a wire, because they are easily seen our singled as culprits when thing go sour and are treated as if they do not deserve a day free or the expression of their inner feelings.  
Then the question is, why bother?  My answer is, because seeking holiness is the best way to respond to the underserved love that we receive from God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and the joy mostly comes in a serene communion with the three of them.  God gave us free will, and it is our choice to decide if we want to return to Him or not, and in which condition.  There may be different ways to make it to heaven, but I would prefer to be allowed through His gates and receive a place with Him out of His satisfaction and smile than out of His mercy and pity.  
Fr. Mike offers us his personal choice to holiness; who wants to follow his advice?  I do. 
