Third teaching on Apologetics

Cell Meeting – November 16, 2009
Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching

From the standpoint of Apologetics, or having enough competence on the Catholic faith to properly explain it to non-Catholics or unbelievers, it is important to clearly understand as Fr. Mike explains it that we all Catholics are by virtue of our baptism “born again” without any doubt.  The difference between our baptism and the one many other Christian denominations practice is enormous, and if necessary listen that section in Fr. Mike’s teaching many times until you can understand this difference.  
For Nicodemus, and the rest of Jews of his time for that matter, the Baptism of Jesus was unknown.  Those Jews educated in their faith knew that God had promised to put in them His Spirit, but they never had this event as a physical reality, which is why Nicodemus did not understand when Jesus explained it to him.  Before ascending to heaven, Jesus gave his Spirit to his apostles and sent them to baptize with the same Spirit those who believed in him.  When baptized in the Spirit one dies to sin and is born again to a new life in the Spirit.  That is why we all Catholics are born again without any doubt.
In contrast, other denominations call themselves “born again” when they repent of their sins and make a conscious decision to follow Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  This is a good thing for them, but their claim of being “born again” as Jesus told Nicodemus is questionable, because they do not physically receive the Spirit at that time of conversion.  More so, the act of baptism that they practice is more kind of the baptism of repentance to which John the Baptism called the Jews in preparation for the coming of their Messiah.  It is very interesting to see the reaction of our non-Catholic brothers and sisters when upon this knowledge you respond to them “As baptized Catholic I am for sure born again, but where in the Bible do you find support for your claim, if you did not receive the Spirit when you accepted Jesus?”
Regarding the claim of being saved or having guaranteed passage to Heaven, there is an abysmal difference of interpretation, between us Catholics and most other Christian denominations, of the promise of salvation that Jesus made us.  At the core of the difference is our belief in the natural goodness of humans on earth, against their belief in the sinful nature of humans.  For them, humans are sinful and nothing one can do to change it, but to proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior and claim his promise as a given; the sinful nature prevails while living on earth but Jesus covers it with his blood until the time of death, when their souls are automatically washed clean before entering in the presence of God.  Their good deeds are inspired and motivated by the goodness of God.  Conveniently for the sinful nature, they believe that they are surely saved even if they commit the most horrendous crimes, as long as they remain accepting Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
We Catholics also believe that faith in Jesus is the only way to Heaven, but we can only make it there if our natural goodness prevails over the curse of sin.  Our faith in Jesus has to be lived by following his great commandment of loving each other as he loves us.  This means a life of good deeds to lovingly care for each other upon his love for us.  Since our inclination to sin is very strong, and we know that the Devil is stronger that us, we depend on His Mercy to receive our salvation.  This is of course more difficult to obtain than the protestant version, but let’s remember that Jesus said that the gate to heaven is narrow and that many are called but few are chosen (I challenge you to find these biblical passages).

We cannot deny that there are certain biblical passages that can be used to sustain the protestant version, and particularly St. Paul in his letters to the Romans and Ephesians who says that you are saved by faith alone, but there many more thru the entire New Testament indicating that more than that is need to receive salvation.  Jesus says that “not all who call me Lord, Lord, will enter the Kingdom of God” which is a passage that protestant pastors leap over in their preaching.  Also St. James tells us that faith alone is not enough to be saved unless it is lived with good deeds; and as Fr. Mike mentions it, not even St. Paul was certain of his salvation and clearly placed it on the mercy of God.

In the end, no living creature of our time knows for sure which is the exact way, because it is a matter of faith.  But with all this biblical evidence, and considering all that is at risk if not properly understood, I would rather take the narrower Catholic version, wouldn’t you?

It is good to be Catholic and armed with this knowledge of our faith not to dodge questions coming form the protestant tent, but we should only respond with the intention of lovingly guide the lost back home in the Catholic Church.  

Have a happy fishing!      

Dcn. Mario  
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