Words of the Holy Spirit from St. Paul
Cell Meeting – June 22, 2009

Reflection from Dcn. Mario on Fr. Mike’s teaching.
This teaching is another pastoral jewel from our Pastor, where he unveils for us the essence of his own spirituality.  Fr. Mike’s personal experience of God is contained in these capsules coming from the wisdom of St. Paul.  We all have been benefited from this experience, because it is the core of Fr. Mike’s pastoral program for the community.  The Holy Spirit is the source of wisdom in these capsules, which is why the influence of the Spirit is so vivid and strong in our parish.

The first capsule (Rom 12:1) tells us that mature Catholics are not only fed by the Eucharist as the rest of the flock, but they come to Sunday Mass to offer themselves in sacrificial love thru Christ to the Father.  But that offering does not end when they partake of the Eucharist.  They go afterwards to live out their sacrificial love in their families and the community during the week.  
That is the meaning of the second capsule (Gal 2:19-20):  We have to let go of the first-me attitude and become the servant of all that Jesus is.  It means that we no longer claim particular rights or seek particular roles in the community, but we offer all the gifts that the Holy Spirit has bestowed on us for the wellbeing of everyone else.  It is as painful as it sounds, but as more and more mature Catholics pop up in the community, each individual’s pain will be soothed by the caring of others.
However, the next capsule (1 Cor 6:12-20) is a killer even for mature Christians, one that does not leave us any wiggling room to play outside of holiness.  Everything that we do, we do it with, or thru our bodies; but if our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, we must then maintain them holy, in state of grace, clean and intact.  If you want or feel a desire to come to terms with this reality, and it is a reality since the day of our baptism, try to meditate on it.  Let’s go in meditation to a deeper level than the inspiring thoughts of it, and compare the treatment that the temple of the Holy Spirit deserves, with the way we treat our body in everything that we do with it.  We will find that we have a long way to go before we can please the Holy Spirit.  But the Spirit is patient and compassionate, and he is even willing to give us the grace to get there if we ask for it in prayer.
The final capsule (2 Tim:1-14) is a remainder of who we are and of our inheritance as Children of God.  The goodies that Fr. Mike lists for us are noting but the earthly distribution of the wealth that the Father, as in the parable of the Prodigal Son, gives us.  The choice is ours to either enjoy it wisely in communion with our Heavenly Father or go astray and squander it.  As we go about with our choice; we can remain lost or return to our Father with a repenting heart after we squander it.  Likewise, we can rejoice with our Father for the brothers and sisters who return home or give them a cold shoulder and risk the chance of losing our inheritance.

As you see, the wisdom of St. Paul is bottomless, and we can continue unearthing wisdom from him again and again, which is why Fr. Mike is asking us to identify other capsules that touch our heart, and to share them in your Cell groups and with others.  It is a great way of evangelization!

With this intention, I am adding here one of my favorites of St. Paul which is Ephesians 2:15-23.  The writing is hard to follow because in it St. Paul compresses all his vision of, and passion for the Lord Jesus.  But after reading this passage several times I discovered that more than that, St. Paul tells me that, knowing of my faith, he is praying for me!  He prays that the Father may give me all the wisdom and divine knowledge that he once received!
This discovery boggled my mind for a while but I eventually because used to it and I then since enjoy it.  This happened because my relationship with St. Paul was in the beginning kind of sweet and sour: I did not like him because he was drawing me to a life of sacrifice which scared me, while I loved him because he was drawing me so lovingly and so passionately to it, to the point that he was praying for me as he continues doing even today.  Therefore, I stopped resisting and began embracing the influence of St. Paul in my spiritual and mundane life.  As the popular say goes, if you can’t beat your enemy join him.
Finally, as the Year of the Priesthood begins you may realize that Pope Benedict XVI is not really ending the year of St. Paul but extending it.  Because, isn’t St. Paul our model of priesthood as he was the great imitator of Jesus Christ, our Heavenly Priest?  For this reason, during this year you should look into St. Paul to find ways to pray for your clergy, and to encourage and support them.  And each of you should seek to find in St. Paul ways to exercise your lay priesthood to which all Christians are called.
As you can see, the legacy of St. Paul will continue blessing us. 
For the love of Jesus,
Dcn. Mario
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